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fjjgmeral • Astef^Cjfange 
Government Be thtSole^ 

••• • j tit . 

endant in Civil, Actions^ 

STAKTHONY MAHRO^K^: 


B. Bell said' todayf that 
ent. would'lsoon^ pro* 
ederai Government besub- 
le sole defendant* in? civil 
Federal employees'. Jor^-ac— 
l the course* of their: duties,: 
d a' group of West Virginia? 
lawyers and businessmen here today that 
the growing number of civil damage suits* 
being filed’ against Government employ- 
ehs had becomme ”a significant new con- 
cern in Federal law enforcement, and inr 


General 
the Juti< 
pose that. 
stitutedv.3 
suits-, at 
tions taki 
“Mr. 


telligfoce agencies.” 




' The Attorney General; • who . has said 
previously that the Government should 
pay any damages awarded in such mat-? 
tens, said that suits of this kind could 
make Federal employees reluctant Ur per* 
form vitait service»:«‘ , because^*theyr:feaR 
they might he.sued^fortdamages^and.as 
a result lose- their hfe^»vmgs.orhomes,’t 
Mr- Bell, addressing - aV joinfi^meeting’ 
of the West Virginia Bar.: Association and 
the West Virginia Chambi^fi^mnlerce; 
said: “I stress that these proposed amend- 
ments^ would still: ahow^tho Government 
fc<J -hold employees ^ accountable! for* their 
deeds and still- leave them subject; to dis^ 
cipimaiy action 

1 • r.„- 2 Suits Involve FJJJLMeri 
- In the last two years^scores of r civiD 
suits have beemfiled against-Federal to 
enforcement r and-: intelligences offi< 
many of the actions seeking ‘to 
in . da mages.ln ^ compensation^ foi^vioL 
tions of civil rights^. ■, 

: At least two such^ suit* have 'recentl; 
been filed in New York "City, Tagains 
agents of the Federal Bureau oMnvestiga- 
tion and officials who were said to* have 
had a hand in illegal break-ins. wiretaps 
and openings of mail by the bureau in 
its search for fugitive members .of the 
Weather Undergound * *\ > 

The measure proposed by Mr. Bell, as 
an amendment to the Tort Claims Act; 
would pay only the costs of damages 
awarded plaintiffs in civil suits but would 
not pay any legal fees incurred by Gov- 
?mment employees as a result of criminal 
investigations or Federal indictments. 

Recently an attorney for many of the 
F.B.I agents involved in (he reported 
break-ins and wiretaps against Weather 
Undergound fugitives said they planned 
to sue the Government for reimbursement 
of legal fees they had incurred. “ 7 •$ 
However, the attorney, Jack Solerwitz 
of Mineola. LX, said today that it. bad 


beeit 'decided to* postpone filinff*oi*M-N 
suit until it was determined: thatvtha^ 
there was a possibility of legislation stha$ 
could reimburse agenst as^-well faz^fces 
involving criminal investigations, 
v *’We»stiiT think the Government should 
pay these - costs,’*' he^saidi'- “Buta we're 
going to hold off for a month or two; 
to see- if there’s a chance we can get 
the Congress to do it.’* 


